Obituary

PAT VAN OORT
CF Schools 5th grade teacher
Died September 2, 2023

Born August 11, 1942 to Harriet and Stratton J. Shannon, Pat attended St. Pat’s School,
graduated from Cedar Falls High School in 1960, married Larry Van Oort on August 17, 1963.
They both graduated from UNI in June 1964. Together, they had three children, Tony, Ann
(Brad Remmert), and Stratton (Lindsey Olson) and seven grandchildren: Josie Johnson, Calli
(Daniel) Martinson, Katie Remmert, William Remmert, Stratton Joe Van Oort, Andi Page Van
Oort, and Cooper Van Oort.

Her long-time 5th grade teaching career began in 1964 at Main Street Elementary with many
years at Hansen Elementary. Pat became the most creative, innovative, motivating, sharing,
fun teacher such that students later returned from junior high to visit and even later inviting
her to their high school graduations. They, indeed, were fortunate having her, not just then,
but lifelong. They still speak in awe of her magical teaching powers—the struggling were
made strong, the strong were made stronger.

A consummate player of many roles throughout her life, everyone who knew her was the
better for it. Surrounded by her family, such a spectacular life ended September 2, 2023
shortly after celebrating her 60th wedding anniversary—true to God, her husband, children,
and friends. She is survived by sisters Jo Ann Laing (James) and Lynn Kimble (Tyon) and
brother John Shannon (Amy) along with several nieces and nephews.
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